
Nov. 29, 2022

Dear Absecon community members,

It’s been several months since we last updated the public on the status of the send-receive relationship
between Absecon and Pleasantville school districts. Absecon Board of Education continues to move forward with
our request to sever the relationship with Pleasantville for our high school students, and to institute a new
relationship with the Greater Egg Harbor Regional High School District (Absegami High School).

Our initial, unopposed request to the New Jersey Commissioner of Education was denied in May, but we
will persist for the betterment of our students’ educational outcomes.

Following the denial, our attorneys from Porzio, Bromberg, and Newman filed a Motion for Reconsideration
which is now under review.  While we wait for word from the state - which is often a slow process - we could use
support from our community members.

How can you help? We need letters from parents and students supporting the severance. Letters should
be addressed to Gov. Phil Murphy and Chief of Staff George Helmy, and should include any or all of the
following information:

● Explain your academic, operational, or other concerns in sending/attending Pleasantville High School.
● Explain additional opportunities that allowing our children to attend Absegami High School, such as the

magnet/AP programs, would provide.
● Explain why this new send-receive relationship would be beneficial for all the students in Absecon.
● Describe challenges you and/or your student have faced attending Pleasantville Schools.
● Describe issues in Pleasantville schools that you have heard, in the news or otherwise, that make it

concerning to send your children, or any member of the Absecon learning community.

We will be collecting these letters to send in bulk to the Governor’s Office. If you would like to have your letter
included, please email ddooley@abseconschools.org with the subject line “Advocacy for Absecon” as soon as
possible. You may also send you letters directly to the state, addressed to:

Office of Governor
PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

We feel that Acting Commissioner of Education, Dr. Angelica Allen-McMillan’s decision was not based on the merits
of our unopposed petition, but rather a “safe” political move as the state is also facing high-profile litigation over
school segregation from the Latino Action Network, to which Pleasantville is also a party.

Let's rally and advocate for our children, our city, and the students who have no voice and are condemned to a
failing education. We need your voices to be heard, not just by the Commissioner of Education, but our governor
and our local and state representatives, to help see our application toward an agreeable outcome.

If you have any questions regarding your letters or this process, please email dooley@abseconschools.org or
csylvester@abseconschools.org.

Sincerely,

Dr. Daniel J. Dooley
Superintendent of Schools
Absecon Public School District

mailto:ddooley@abseconschools.org
mailto:dooley@abseconschools.org

